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France, the Belgians stand first on the list. Out of the 1512
foreigners registered 651 are Belgians, and this number repre-
sents 531 men, 401 women, and 768 children; a total therefore
of 1700 Belgians. Next on the list are the English, who
have made 552 declarations, which represent 379 men, 374
women, and 726 children ; total 1479 British subjects. The
cremaining 309 declarations comprise a variety of other
nationalities. As the total of the 1203 Belgian and
English registered families represents a population of 3179
men, women, and children, it is probable that the 1700
tforeigners now registered constitute with their families, as
d said before, a total population of 5000 persons. The
great majority of the English come from Nottingham, and
’I am not aware that the rate of wages at Nottingham is so
very high as to support easily the return of these workers
rto their native town. Yet, if we drive foreigners away
!from England, it is only natural to expect that Englishmen
will be sent back to us from abroad ; and the method of
registration adopted-the figures I have just given-show
that the French have already taken measures to do so at
any moment if they think fit.

Naturally, with the development of the Port of Calais,
!the number of English and foreign residents is likely to still
’further increase ; while the augmentation of the passenger
’traffic is quite fabulous, and altogether out of proportion
to the other French ports. The following table, giving
’the yearly number of passengers between England and
France by the three principal routes, sets forth this fact in
a conclusive manner :-

The figures for 1889 are only given for the eleven months
and conclude on Nov. 30th.

These figures set forth in eloquent terms the extra-
ordinary success achieved by the Calais route in comparison
- with its rivals. They also show that the sanitary condition
of Calais is a matter of international importance. Yet
- sanitary matters have, unfortunately, been neglected, and
fthis is probably the reason why the death-rate is high.
Many other French towns, however, are not better
off in this respect than Calais. During the last five
years the death-rate seems to have varied from 24 to
27 per 1000 per annum. It would, doubtless, have been
higher still but for the fact that Calais at least possesses
a good water-supply. This is derived, at a distance of
.about eight miles, from Guines, the place celebrated in
history as the Field of the Cloth of Gold. Here the
soil consists of sand and small stones with an under-stratum
’of clay and sandy soil. The water comes from below
the clay. It is gathered by a system of subsoil drainage,
and is pumped up into reservoirs at a height of fifty-
!.five metres, assuring to the town of Calais a pressure
,of forty metres. The water, after filtration, is delivered
in iron pipes, and is thus protected from accidental con-
tamination. The supply should amount to seventy-five
litres per head per day ; but the tulle factories take more
,than their share and thus reduce the general supply. The
water is pure, though it has the very general defect of
being too calcareous. Also there is the more important
- objection that the supply is not compulsory and private
wells are still tolerated. In the better class of houses, of
,course, they have been abolished, and the town engineer
assured me that nothing but the town water-supply was
drunk at the hotels and cafes. Still, wherever the use
of private wells is allowed there is always some danger.
In a town like Calais wells are all the more dangerous as
the cesspool system is still enforced. Indeed, the idea of
abolishing cesspools has not yet dawned on the authorities.
They acknowledge that the construction of sewers would
be a good thing, but this only on the old French model-
’that is, sewers destined to receive the rain and slop water,
.-and not the soil. Perhaps, however, when the progress
accomplished in Paris in this respect is better known, the
.authorities may change their opinion. In any case. the

drainage of Calais, and especially of St. Pierre, is especiallydifficult, for the simple reason that there is no fall. A

great number of places are actually below the level of the
sea; and if it were necessary, for the sake of resisting an
invading army, the whole of the surrounding district
could be flooded. Most of the streets have no sewers;
there is surface drainage for slop water, and the rest goes
into the cesspools. There are, however, two large sewers
and some minor sewers. Several of these have their
outfall in the inner basin of the old port, which faces
the old and abandoned railway station of Calais town.
Many travellers will remember the abominable odours that
prevailed at this spot when the tide was out and the fishing-
smacks lay softly in the mud. This little basin is called the
Basin du Paradis, a name which might have been given
satirically. Strange to say, those who make the greatest
use of the basin object to its being cleansed. The town has
several times tried to dredge it out, but the shipowners
staunchly objected, on the ground that their ships would be
injured if they did not have plenty of soft mud to res upon
when the tide went out. The town engineer (M. A.
Dagniault) has drawn up an entire plan for the draining of
the whole town, and, in spite of the unfavourable topo-
graphy, contrives to give a fall of 2 in 1000 to his sewers.
But there seems no prospect of this scheme being adopted
at present, as public opinion is not yet alive to the import-
ance of the subject. A new sewer has, however, been con-
structed of late. It runs along the Rue Bertoire, and thence
pursues the course of the moat that was in front of the
old rampart, falling into the Basin du Paradis. It is
an egg-shaped sewer, eighty centimetres broad, and receives
about two-thirds of the drainage of the old town, or of
Calais proper.

All these facts show how much behind the town of Calais
is in matters of sanitation; but the worst still remains to
be related. There is a small district at the foot of the
lighthouse of closely built fishermen’s dwellings, where the
houses are utterly devoid of any sort of sanitary accom-
modation. Not only are there no closets, but the inhabi-
tants strongly object to the presence of them. Also, the
houses have often several owners, and if one consents to
the construction of a closet, the other and joint owner will
probably object. The authorities have sought to solve the
difficulty by building a shaft, which is placed unpleasantly
near the fish market. Here, every morning, the inhabitants
of this little district come and empty their vases containing
the night soil. Of course this is not thrown down the
shaft with very great accuracy of aim, so that those who
arrive late cannot approach the opening, and content
themselves with throwing their filth on the sides and the
ground. Thus every day, and till the scavengers come to
clear up and flush the place, a fearful nuisance is created.
The district which rejoices in this primitive method of
draining is called the Courgain, and, at a distance, seems
one of the most picturesque parts of Calais. The time has
surely arrived when public attention should be called to
such a state of things. The existence of these grievances is
not known and not realised by the public at large; but now
that Calais is flooded by passengers from all parts of the
world, it is urgent that these defects should be brought
to the notice of the public and the authorities. Fortunately
the houses are low in Calais, and the town, quite unsheltered,
is exposed to the four winds. This doubtless contributes
powerfully to purify the atmosphere.

Calais, December, 1889.

MEDICAL TRIAL.

LEESON v. THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF
MEDICAL EDUCATION AND REGIS-

TRATION AND MARSHALL.

THIS was a motion brought in the High Court of Justice,
Chancery Division, before Mr. Justice North, on Friday,
the 13th inst., on the part of Mr. Joseph Frederick Leeson,
a physician, to restrain the General Council of Medical
Education and Registration from removing his name from
their Register of general practitioners until the trial of the
action, and from publishing resolutions passed by them on
Nov. 28th, 1889, to the effect that he, Mr. Leeson, had been
guilty of infamous conduct in a professional respect, or their
direction to their registrar to erase his name.
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Mr. Cozens-Hardy, Q.C., and Mr. George Henderson, for
the plaintiff, in support of the motion, said they could not,
on the authorities, ask his lordship to go behind the finding
of the Council if it was a matter within their jurisdiction
regularly and bon&acirc;-fide conducted. They contended, how-
ever, that the inquiry was bad for several reasons-that
their own rules had not been complied with; that the
inquiry was (as they said) as to whether Mr. Leeson had
covered Mr. Harness in acting as medical electrician, a
matter he had a right to do; that it was directed against
Harness while professedly made into the conduct of Leeson;
and that two of the judges were incapacitated so as to
vitiate the whole inquiry, because they were members of
the Medical Defence Union.
Mr. Everitt, Q.C., and Mr. Muir Mackenzie, for the

Council, contended that the proceedings had been honestly
and regularly conducted, and the court could not go behind
the finding of the Council.
Mr. Justice North, on the question of the construction of

the letter formulating the charge against Mr. Leeson, which
he observed had not been very happily expressed, came to
the conclusion that the plain meaning of the charge was
that Mr. Leeson had been acting as cover for Mr. Harness,
not merely as a medical electrician, but as a person acting
as a registered practitioner; and so it had been understood
and acted upon by all persons who had anything to do with
the inquiry. Had it been otherwise it would have been in
his power, and would have been his duty, to interfere. It

being, however, an inquiry as to whether Mr. Leeson had
acted as cover for an unqualified person to act as a registered
practitioner, it was a matter in which, in his lordship’s
opinion, the Medical Council were alone the judges, and
which he ought not and could not judge of subject to
their acting regularly and boncc fide. Upon this part
of the case it was said that a standing order or rule
had been made on the very day of the inquiry for the
mode of conducting such inquiries, and at first sight
that did look strange; but, on looking at what was
actually done, he was convinced that the rules were only
what ought to have been made, and the inquiry would have
been conducted in the same way if the rules had not been
made. Another matter of complaint dealt with by his
lordship was that the mode of conducting the inquiry laid
down by the Council’s standing orders had been departed
from by allowing the solicitor of the Medical Defence Union
to take it up at a certain point. That, his lordship thought,
was within their power, and was not prejudicial or unfair to
the person accused. Another point taken on the part of the
applicant was that certain matters had been before the
Council in the inquiry that were not evidence. The Council,
he pointed out, were not in a position to administer oaths,
and could not be guided only by what would be strict
evidence in a court of law. He did not consider that the
proceedings were in any way invalidated by such a cause as
that. There was another point on which he had some
hesitation, it being a point of law, as to whether, the
parties having a right to have it decided at the hearing, he
ought not to postpone it, and there was a question for the
trial whether the injunction ought not to go; but being
satisfied, as he felt, that on other grounds there was no case
for an injunction, he took upon himself the decision of
what was a point of law at this stage. The point was
whether the judicial proceedings of the Council were in-
validated by reason of two members out of some thirty
who sat on the investigation being interested parties. If
they were interested, it was clear law that the proceed-
ings would be invalidated; but was it necessary that
their interest should be a pecuniary interest for that
result to follow? In this case the two members of the
Council were subscribers to the Medical Defence Union of
10s. a year, and were under a guarantee to that society,
the society being, in fact, the prosecutors. To consider
the effect of this argument his lordship looked at the
objects of the Union, which comprised not only the prosecu-
tion of unregistered practitioners and the removal of persons
guilty of unprofessional conduct, but the protection of
practitioners. They were perfectly impartial; their duty
as members of the Union was as much for the protection of
Mr. Leeson as a qualified practitioner as to have him
removed if he ought to be removed. This point of law,
therefore, his lordship decided in favour of the defendants
There was one other point his lordship dealt with. It was
argued that the inquiry was not bon&acirc; fide because the acts
and conduct of Harness had been gone into, and it was said

the inquiry was not really into Leeson’s conduct so much as
into Harness’s. That was so in a sense ; but it was neces-
sary and proper to inquire into Harness’s acts for the purpose-
of seeing what it was that the accused was acting as a cover
of ; and that being so, he could not say the inquiry was not
bon&acirc; fide. His lordship therefore refused the motion.
This decision of Mr. Justice North was appealed against

by the plaintiff on Wednesday the 18th inst., in the Court
of Appeal, before Lords Justices Cotton, Bowen, and Fry.
Mr. Rigby, Q.C., Mr. Cozens-Hardy, Q.C., and Mr-

George Henderson appeared for the appellant; Mr. Everitt,
Q.C., and Mr. Muir Mackenzie for the General Medical’
Council; and Mr. Sebastian watched the case for the
company, who were not parties to the action.
The arguments were concluded on the following day,

when their lordships announced that it was their intention,
to reserve judgment, and expressed a hope that they might-
be able to deliver it on Saturday, the 21st inst.

Public Health and Door Law.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT.

REPORTS OF INSPECTORS OF THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT
OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD.

Typhoid Fever at Longton, by Mr. SPEAR.1&mdash;Longton i
one of the southernmost of the pottery towns in Staffordshire,,
and after certain regular occurrences of fever amongst its-
35,000 inhabitants for a number of years past, 16 deaths
from typhoid fever occurred in 1888, and 13 more in the five-
months January-May of the present year. In all, during:
this latter period of seventeen months Mr. Spear heard of
66 household invasions, representing 155 attacks, and as he
was able to regard these as the total occurrences of the-
disease that had taken place he sets the mortality rate at
nearly 19 per cent., which must be regarded as an unusually
high one. Considerable details are given in the report as to
the incidence of the disease, in the respective months, on age:,,
and on sex ; and it is pointed out that in no less than 35’
houses multiple attacks took place; these, in some instances,
amounting to seven and eight in a single house. Only 14.
second attacks took place within a fortnight of the first one,,
and having regard to dates and to the circumstances of
household attacks which are set forth in some detail,
Mr. Spear feels justified in regarding defective local’
sanitation, and especially the faulty methods for the
disposal of excremental refuse about dwellings, as having
afforded the necessary means by which the poison of
typhoid fever, when once introduced, had opportunity for
spreading itself. But there still remain a number oi’r
primary invasions in families to account for, and all the
various causes usually associated with typhoid fever are-
considered in this connexion, the result being that milk and
food supplies, sewerage and drainage are set aside. The-
question of water-supply is dealt with at considerable’
length. The service is in the hands of the North Stafford-
shire Water Company, and details are given as to all the-
various sources from which the supply is derived, and as to
the methods in which mingling of waters derived from.
different sources takes place before the supply reaches-
the different towns and places within the area of the-
company’s service. Some suspicion did seem to attach
to one of the sources in question, and this was, to,
some extent, endorsed by the result of chemical analysis.
The question of possible pollution during transit from the
company’s works along mains and pipes to the several’
households and localities is also entered into; but the whole-
service was found to be very complicated, and in the endl
Mr. Spear was unable to go beyond expressing a fear that,
as regards the medium by which the several scatteredt
initial cases which appeared as independent foci had arisen,
the water-supply was not free from suspicion; and he states-
that one supply especially-namely, the Normacot service--
appeared to demand close attention. This view is maintained
in certain recommendations appended to the report; and’
especial reference is there also made to the need for effecting’.
improvement in the closet accommodation of the district by

Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding-street, E.C.; Adam & Charles
Black, Edinburgh; Hodges, Figgis, & Co, Dublin. Price 6d.


